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force by river on the 2ist of March, and at a Durbar
held by Welsh, the latter asked whether his services
could now be dispensed with as the Ahom king's
power had been restored and his enemies dispersed.
The emphatic answer was that he could not be spared ;
and as the Moamaria were reported to be still in
some force at Bagmara not far off, Welsh detailed
three companies to move against them.

But a new Governor-General had recently suc-
ceeded Lord Cornwallis, namely, Sir John Shore,
who at once showed himself as a " peace at any
price" man by putting an end to Welsh's useful
presence in Assam, and ordering a cessation of all
military operations and a return to India. Orders
to this effect were received as the detachment was
about to start for Bagmara, so an opportunity for
further successful action was missed.

In Welsh's report to Government in February,
1794, in which he explains the condition the country
is in, what he has effected and still hopes to effect,
appears a series of replies to questions by the Secre-
tary to Government; and to one where the subject
of withdrawing from the country is queried, Welsh's
answer is most emphatic. He says : " If we leave
the country now the contest for influence, power,
and independence would revive amongst the first
officers of State, dependent rajas, and chiefs of dis-
tricts and towns. The same confusion, devastation,
and massacre would ensue. Assam would experience
a state of desolation greater in proportion to the
temporary restraints which British influence has now
imposed on the inhumanity of the monarch, on the
ambition and resentment of the chiefs, and on the